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Comments upon the Sacred Writings of the Jews ana 
Christians. Exodus Chapter 34. 


HE theifm andmorality of this chapter may with 
much propriety be called in question ; there is an 
evident incorre€tneis in both, and wherever this appears 
it must invalidate the fuppofed divine origin of any book 
whatever. Mofes who at this time was acting in the 
capacity of a fhepherd to his father-in law Jethro, faw a 
wonderful fight, a bufh in flames, without being confum- 
ed. And the Angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a 
flame of fire, out of the midst ofa bufh : and he looked, 
and, behold, the bufh burned with fire, and the buth 
was not confumed. And Mofes faid, I will now turn 
afide and fee this great fight, why the bufh is not burn- 
ed. And when the Lord faw that he turned afide to 
fee, God called unto him out of the midst of the bufh, 
and faid, Mofes, Mofes! And he faid, heream 1. And 
he faid draw not nigh hither; put off thy fhoes from off 
thy feet; for the place whereon thou standest is holy 
ground. Here is a strange confufion of ideas and fuch 
es reprefent the Jewifh divinity in a contemptible point 
of light. First it is the Angel of the Lord that took his 
feat in this flaming predicament ; then it appears to be 
Ged himfelf. This cafe is fimilar to that ot old Jaceb, 
who wrestled all night with an Angel, and afterwards # 
turned out to be, God himfelf. Do thefe inipired writers 
ecknowledge no dMlerence between Angels and the Su- 
preme Creator of the univerfe ? It feems not, and of 
courie their views must be very limited concerning the 
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fplendid perfection of the eternal God. But Mofes 
marches up to this flaming buth to examine the fingular 
phenomenon of its not being confumed ; when it appear. 
ed that God himicli was there, and called out for Mofes. 
Mofes made his refponfes and received the mandate of 
the most high, which confists in a folemn injunction that 
Mofes fhould pull off his thoes becaufe the ground on 
which he stood was holy. Very important command, 
fublime revelation indeed! that God fhould take the 
trouble to feat himfelf in a flaming bufh for the fimple 
and foolith purpofe of telling a man to pull off his fhoes. 
Such degrading reprefentations of the Supreme Being 
are strong evidences that he was not concerned in any 
fhape whatever with thels who fabricated this book. In 
the last verfe of this chapter we find God directing his 
cholen people to rob the Egyptians of their property, 
under the {pecious name of borrowing, but without any 
Intention of returning the things again, or any equivelent 
for them. But every woman {hall borrow of her neigh- 
bour, and of her that fojourneth in her houfe, jewels of 
lilver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: and ye fhall put 
them upon your fons, and upon your daughters; and ye 
shall {fpoil the Egyptians. How far fuch proceedings 
and directions are confistent with the principle of immu- 
table justice, christian believers ought to explain. 








History silent in regard to Remarkable occurrences, 
related in the Bible. 


When Christ was baptifed by John the Heavens were 
opened, and a voice was heard, declaring his divine ori- 
gin. Such a prodigy must have awakened the attention 
of all Judea; yet we find the historians totally filent on 
the matter. It is strange, that the horrible maflacre of 
the children by the command of Herod, fhould be total- 
ly unnoticed by Jofephus, and even by the evangelists, 
Mark, Luke, and John. Mathew alone mentions it ; 
but his authority is fuflicient to justify an interpolation 
inte the text of others, who are defective in that parti- 
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eular. It is well known with what fuccefs the primi- 
tive christians began the holy work of interpolating, fup- 
prefling, forging, and altering profane aistories; but as 
we believe their piety always prevented their meddling 
with the facred text, notwithstanding the arguments of 
infilels, who attempt to prove the contrary, thefe holy 
frauds have been found of infinite fervice in establifhing 
the caufe of christianity. Why do we forbear to purlue 
their great and laudable example? About eighteen cen- 
turies azo, the fun was darkened, the moon ceafed to 
give light, and the stars fell from Heaven; the fign of | 
the Son of Man was feen, the Lord himfelf decended 
from Heaven with a fhout, the trumpets of the arch 
angels, were heard, the dead in Christ arofe, St. Paul 
and other of the elect, who were then living, were caught 
up in the clouds, went to meet the Lord in the air, and 
have been with him ever fince. It is truly astonifhing, 
that a phenomonon fo awful as the destruction of the fyf- 
tem of nature, fhould have made no imterruption in the 
state of nations and affairs of that time; that all the his- 
torians fhould omit to record fo dreadful an event, nay, 
that they fhould furvive it; and that the primitive fa- 
thers fhould forbear to mention a circumstance which was 
fo well calculated to establifh the christian religion, and 
confute all the arguments of the Heathens. But Chris- 
tians can have no doubt, but that it really happened, 
fince it was fo dire€tly foretold both in time amd circum 
stance, by Christ and his apostle Paul. 











Profession of faith of a Savoyard Curate, from 
Rousseau, continued from our last. 


Again, if every particle of matter has its particular dt- 
rection, what can be the caufe of all thofe diretions and 
their variations? If every atom or particle of matter re- 
volve only on its axis, none of them would change their 
place, and there would be no motion communicated ; 
and even in this cale it is neceflary that fuch a revolving 
motion fhould be carried on one way. ‘To aleribe tam 
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matter motion in the abstra&t, is to make ufe of the 
terms without a meaning; and in giving it any deter- 
minate motion, we must of neceflity fuppofe the caufe 
that determines it. ‘The more I multiply particular 
forces, the more new caules have I to explain. without 
ever finding one common agent that directs them. So 
far from being able to conceive any regularity or order 
in the fortuitous concourle of elements, I cannot even 
conceive the nature of their concurrence ; and an uni. 
verlal chaos is more inconceivable than untverfal har- 
mony. I eafily comprehend that the mechanifm of the 
worl! cannot be perfectly known to the human under- 
standing; but, whatever men undertake to explain, 
they ought at least to fpeak in fuch a manner that others 
may understand them. 

If from matter being put in motion I difcover the exist- 
ence of a Will, as the first active caufe, this matter, be- 
ing fubjected to certain regular laws of motion, difplay 
all> intelligence: ‘This is my fecond article of faith. ‘To 
act, to compare, to prefer, are the operations of an ace 
tive, tuinking being; fuch a being, therefore, exists. 
Do you proceed to afk me, where I difcover its exist- 
ence? I anfwer, not only in the revolutions of the ce- 
lestial bodies; not only in mylelf; but in the flocks that 
feed on the plain, in the birds that fly inthe air, in the 
stone that falls to the ground, and in the leaf that trem- 
bles in the wind. 

I am enabled to judge of the phyfical order of things, 
although ignorant of their final caufe; becaufe, to be 
able to form fuch a judgment, it is fuflicient for me to 
compare the feveral parts of the vifible univerfe with each 
other, to study their mutual concurrence, their recipro- 
cal relations, and to obferve the general refult of the 
whole. Iam ignorant why the univerfe exists, but l am 
enabled, neverthelefs, to fee how it is modified; I can- 
not fail to perceive that intimate connection, by which 
the feveral beings it is compofed of, afford each other al- 

fistance. I refemble, in this refpeét, a man who fees 
the inflde of a watch, for the first time, and is captivat- 
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ed with the beauty of the work, although ignorant of its 
ufe. I know not, he may fay, what this machine was 
good for, but I fee that each part is made to fit fome 
other ; I admire the artist for every part of his perfor- 
mance, and aim certain that all thefe wheels act thus in 
concert to fome common end which it is impotliole for 
me to fee. 

But let us compare the partial and particular ends, 
the means whereby they are effected, and their constant 
relations of every kind; then let us appeal to our innate 
fenfe of conviction; what man in his fenfes can refule to 
acquiefce in juch testimony? To what unprejudiced 
view does not the vilible arrangement of the univerfe 
difplay the fupreme intelligence of its author? How 
much fophistry does it not require, to difavow the har- 
mony of created beings, and that admirable order in 
which all the parts of the fystem concur to the prefer- 
vation of each other? You may talk to me as much as 
you pleafe, of combinations and chances ; what end will 
it anfwer to reduce me to filence, if you cannot perfuade 
me into the truth of what you advance? and how will 
you divest me of that involuntary fentiment, which con- 
tinually contradicts you? If organifed bodies are fortui- 
toufly combined in a thoufand ways, before they aflume 
fettled and constant forms: if at first there are formed 
stomachs without mouths, feet without heads, hands 
without arms, and imperfect organs of every kind, which — 
have perifhed for want of the neceflary faculties of felt- 
prefervation ; how comes it that none of thefe imperfe& 
eflays have engaged our attention ? Why hath nature, 
at length, confined herfelf to laws to which fhe was not 
at first fubje&ted ? I confefs that I ought not to be fur- 
prifed that any poflible thing fhould happen, when the 
rarity of the eventis compentated by the great odds that 
it did not happen. And yet if any one was to tel me 
that a nuinber of printer’s types, jumbled promifcuoufly 
together, had dilpofed themfelves in the orders of the let- 
ters compofing the enied, I certainly fhould not deign 
to take one step to verify or difprove {uch a story, It 
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may be faid, I forget the number of chances ; but pray . 
how much must I fuppele to render fuch a combination 
in any degree probable ? I, who fee only one, must con- 
clude that there is an infinite number against it, and 
that it is not the effect of chance. Add to this, that the 
product of thefe combinations must be always of the fame 
nature with the combined elements : hence life and or- 
ganization never can relult from a blind concourfe of 
atoms; nor will the chymist, with all his art in com. 
pounds. ever find fenfation and thought at the bottom 
of the crucible*. 

I have been frequently furprifed, and fometimes fcan- 
dalized, in the reading of Nieuwentheit. What a pre- 
fumption was it to fit down to make a book of thele won- 
ders of nature that difplay the wifdom of their author? 
Had his book been as big as the whole world, he would 
not have exhausted his fubje€&t ; and no fooner do we en- 
ter into the minutiz of things than the greatest wonder 
of all efcapes us; that-is, the harmony and connection of 
the whole. The generation of living and organifed bodies 
alone, baffles all the eflorts of the human understanding. 
That infurmountable barrier, which nature had placed 
between the various {pecies of animals, that they might 
mot be confounded with each other, makes her intenti- 

* It would be incredible, if we had not proof of it, 
that human extravagance could be carried to fuch a pitch. 
Amatus Lusitanus, aflures us, that he had feen ina phial 
an homuncule, about an inch long, which Julius Camil- 
dus, like another Prometheus, had generated by his {kill 
inalchymy. J’aracelsus, in his treatife de natura rerum, 
gives the procefs of making thefe Mannikins, and main- 
tains, that Pygmies, Fauns, Satyrs and Nymphs, were 
engendered by chymistry. ‘There wants nothing more, 
in my opinion, to establifh the poflibility of thefe facts, 
than to prove that the organical materials can refist fire, 
and that the component molecule may preserve them- 
felves alive in the intenfe heat of a reverberatory 
furnace. 
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ons fufficiently evident. Not contented only to establifh 
order, fhe had taken effe€tual methods to prevent its be- 
ing disturbed, 

There is not a being in the univerfe which may not, 
in fome refpect, be regarded as the common centre of all 
others, which are ranged around it in fuch a manner that 
they ferve reciprocally as caufe and effect to one another. 
The imagination is lost, and the understanding con- 
founded, in fuch an infinite diverfity of relations, of 
which, however, not one of them is either lost or con- 
founded in the crowd. How abfurd the fuppofition, to 
deduce this wonderful harmony from the blind mechan- 
ifm of a fortuitous iumble of atoms! Thofe who deny 
the unity of defign, fo manifest in the relation of all the 
parts of this grand fystem, may endeavour, as much as 
they will, to conceal their abfurdities with abstract ideas 
co-ordinations, general principles, and emblematical 
terms; whatever they may advance, it is impoflible for 
me to conceive that a fystem of beings can be fo duly re- 
gulated, without the existence of fome intelligent caufe 
which affects fuch regulation. 


(To be continued.) 
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RANNIE’s EXHIBITION. 


THE age of iuperstition has not yet pafled! for, af- 
ter combatting the enemies of truth fince the creation, 
the numerous and refpectable writers and advocates of 
this inestimable virtue still find it a difficult task to re- 
move the cobwebs of impofition from the eyes of a// man- 
kind. Copernicus was condemned to an ignominious 
death for daring to oppofe the monstrous doctrines of the. 
reigning {chools that infisted on making the earth to be 
the centre of the univerfe!—and Archimedes, who en- 
lightened the world by his knowledge of mechanifm, 
which enabled him to destroy the enemy’s fhips laying 
before the walls of Syracufe, by the ufe of burning glafles, 
was murdered by an ignorant foldier whilst in the very 











192 


- - . . 
“a-* ~ seis fr ren 


act of fo'ving fome great and ufeful problem in mathe. 


* at. x a. ‘ . . . 
And now at this later period, inthe commencement 
of the aineteenth century, and in fo enlightened a city 


as New-York, thall it be credited, that, when a perfon 
ot louz experience Comes before the public with both the 
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ebiiity and intention of expofing, and, if pofiible, exter- 
minating the very dregs of tanaticilm, that he fhould be 
avoided and detested by the re mnants of the difciples of 
ullib ome of whom have t he felt a fheiency of an 
Ostrich that thrust his head into a buth when clofely pur- 
fued by the hunters, under the fagacieus idea, that they 
cannot ice him whilst his own eyes are aia against them. 
To tuch contracted {pirits as thefe, one more epportunity 
wil be given, to clear away the miststhat have been cast 
over their understandings, by the artful deceivers of an- 

juity. One more o ol portunity afforded them to avoid the 
jzif condemning diigrace of dying under the clouds of super- 
Stitiom, wach x Bey have it now in their power fo eafily to 
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On TUESDAY, the 22d of the prefent month, the 
Apocrypha! story cf the Witch of Endor, the Athenian 
Oracle, &c. &c. will be explained by the powers of Ven- 
triloquifm. The ch anging of Metals and Li iquids—the 
Metamorphofis of Cards—Feats of an Artificial Fith, 
will be exhibited, together with a vast variety of other 


ne day, which ts to be the last a of Mr. Rannie’s 
eriormance in the city of New-York. May 19. 





An Oricvinal Letter of Txoxas Paine, to a friend, 
ater the publication of the Age of Realon, will appear 
mt ye Lag next " JMMOCT. 
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